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Marjorie Timbery presenting boomerang to French Defence Minister Andre 

Giraud, opening the Laperouse Museum  February 1988 

Marjorie Timbery (born 1912) comes to La Perouse in the 1930's. She 

recalls: "On our father’s mother's side we came from Shoalhaven and 

the Burrawangs. [Recording made in about 1985]. "I thank God 

for Captain Cook because he made people out of the Aborigines… we 

don’t have witchcraft, we have penicillin and antibiotics. We sit up to 

the table like other people and enjoy a real meal." Plater, p 113 

She recalls: The 1938 celebration of 150 years of white settlement, 

at Kurnell, and started to cry when the Aborigines came out. "I never 

had, sorry to say, much experience with Aboriginal people. I was 

brought up with the general Australian public and when I saw 

something like that take place it was a real shock to me. I wasn’t used 

to it. I didn’t know they was up among the bush to come down. My 
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parents stayed at Ulladulla and just visited me at La Perouse from time 

to time." Her father was working in a quarry at Ulladulla. "When they 

come to Sydney in the 1930's they move first to ‘Happy Valley’, a rapidly 

expanding town camp for unemployed people of every ethnicity. ‘Happy 

Valley’ is quite close to the La Perouse reserve. Here we used soap in 

the roof to stop the holes and paper for the cracks in the walls." (Plater, 

118). Marjorie Timbery continues about Kooris: "We are living in Clover 

now. We couldn’t live on the La Perouse Reserve because there was no 

accommodation for us." 

 

ABORIGINAL WOMAN'S ADVICE TO CHARLES PERKINS 

letter by Marjorie R. Timbery, of Mascot, N.S.W. appeared in The 
Sydney Morning Herald, of March 6th, 1974 

"Sir, I am a full-blooded Australian aboriginal woman, and in my 

opinion Mr. Charles Perkins is taking a very one-sided view of the 

Aboriginal situation. In some cases many aboriginal people have been 

badly treated by certain sections of the white community, but on the 

other hand, an equal number, if not more, aborigines have been helped 

enormously by the white Australian people. It is not much good 

emphasising the wrongs that have been committed when we fail to 

mention the rights and the many good deeds extended to my people.  

Many talented Aboriginal people would never have been a success 

except for the helping hand of the white Australian community. To 

mention a few: Albert Namatjira, Evonne Goolagong, Tony Mundine, 

Lionel Rose, Pastor Sir Douglas Nicholls, Harold Blair, Senator Neville 

Bonner, Eric Simms, and Jimmy Little. 

My own experience has been that I have always been accepted on an 

equal footing with the white Australian people. I was an active sports 

girl in my younger days and had many white girl friends. As a child I 

was reared on the South Coast of Jervis Bay. My parents, and my 

brothers and sisters were brought up modestly with white, and a few 

coloured people, and no difference was ever shown to any member of my 

family, or to our aboriginal neighbours. We all lived in a very happy, 

and well-adjusted community. I have served on mixed committees, was 

deaconess of a church, and a Sunday-school teacher with both coloured 

and white people. I have acted in Australian films for the A.B.C.; for 

example - "Serpent in The Rainbow", and "Seven Little Australians", 



and a few years ago in the film "Uncivilised". I am also a public speaker 

to a mixed audience. 

At the opening of the Sydney Opera House I received an invitation, and 

was present when our Queen Elizabeth officially opened the Opera 

House. When the aboriginal actor, Mr. Ben Blakeney, acted the part of 

"Aboriginal Bennelong", Her Majesty touched my heart deeply, and 

brought tears to my eyes, when she stood at attention to honour 

Bennelong. Our late son, Malcolm Andrew Timbery, played football 

with the Wandandian Football Club, the majority of members being 

white boys. His aboriginal wife Carol and their children were all 

accepted by the Wandandian people, and those of the surrounding 

districts. On my son's tragic death, all of my son's white teammates 

were broken-hearted at the tragic loss of their friend. They attended his 

funeral, formed a guard of honour and acted as pallbearers in the spirit 

of brotherhood. 

And so, Mr. Perkins, while you are emphasising the wrongs, which have 

been done to some of my people, in all fairness, what about mentioning 

the many kind and helpful hands that have been held out to us? Isn't it 

time we all learnt to live in harmony as God intended? We are all God's 

children, and nowhere in the Bible is any colour bar mentioned. Jesus 

died for all the people of the world, no matter what their race, creed, or 

colour. So Mr. Perkins, can't we bury the past, and all get together and 

pray for a harmonious future in God's love? Please God, bless Australia. 

 


