
Address for the National Day 
14 juillet 2014  - 10.00 am – La Pérouse 

 
Mr Ted Seng, Mayor of Randwick, and dear Members of Randwick 
Council, 
Honourable Matt Thistlethwait, Federal member for Kingsford –
Smith, 
Dear Michael Daley MP, member for Maroubra, 
Councilor Toni Zelter, Mayor of Woollahra Council and dear 
Members of Woollahra Council, 
Mr President of  the Association of Friends of Lapérouse and dear 
members, 
Mr President of the Veteran Association and dear veterans, 
 
It is always a pleasure for me to come in this beautiful place of La 
Perouse, and especially on Bastille Day. We are happy to perpetuate a 
tradition dating back to 1917, when this place was chosen to celebrate 
the blood shed and brotherhood born on the battle fields of Somme 
between Australia and France during the First World War. Next year, 
we will celebrate the centenary of the Somme Battles of July 1916 and 
the ceremonies here will have a special taste !  

As you know, this place commemorates the passage of the expedition 
of Count Jean-François Galaup de La Perouse in January 1788, just a 
few days after the arrival of the First Fleet. La Perouse is therefore 
highly symbolic of the old friendship between Australia and France, 
as a memorial of our cooperation, a place of remembrance of these old 
ties.  

For me, this day is also a very special day, since I will leave Australia 
in a few days for a new posting, in Hong Kong. It will therefore be 
probably my last visit to Lapérouse in a while !  

I wish to thank the Association of Friends of Lapérouse, who 
welcomed me so warmly just a few days after my arrival in July 2012. 
It was a sunny day like today and I immediately loved this site so 
protected and authentic. I am pleased to inform you that a few days 
ago, Dr Bill Land, president of the FOLM, was awarded by the 
President of the French Republic, the medal of Officer of the Légion 
d’Honneur, and it is a great recognition for the contribution of Bill to 



our bilateral relations through this association, as well as the 
association of members of the Order of Merit that Bill chairs. 

I wish to warmly thank also the Council of Randwick, who is so 
involved in promoting this site and will be soon in charge of the 
renovation of the Museum. It was of great interest to me to have been 
associated with the works of the Trust created to further develop the 
museum and the site. I hope that this year will see significant progress 
in the renovation of the museum and we will help as much as we can 
this ambitious project. 

I wish also to thank warmly the Council of Randwick who has 
organised and financed the reception in Lapérouse for this Bastille 
Day, as well as the association of Friends of Laperouse museum who 
has accomplished as usual great work to prepare this ceremony. 

I do not want to forget the Brigade Française, which has come back 
alive from the re-enactment of the battle of Waterloo. Once again, The 
French Brigade and the Irish one have brought their colors and sounds 
with a brilliant demonstration of gunnings. We cannot imagine now a 
Bastille Day in Lapérouse without the French Brigade and I wish a 
long life to this association and its members who have become 
friends… 

I send also at least a warm thanks to the Coast Center for Seniors 
Choir, which honours us for the second time in this ceremony. You 
have really kept the enthusiasm and the voices of youth and I thank 
you for that.  

I thank also our associations and veterans who are faithful to 
Lapérouse and never miss any commemoration. 

I wish all of you a beautiful Bastille Day and enjoy the good food and 
the good wine offered by the Council ! For French people, Bastille 
Day is a time of joy and friendship. I wish that we feel together today 
this feeling in this beautiful place. 

Thank you very much; I will keep you in my heart. 


