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I am very pleased to welcome you today to the Four Seasons hotel for this very 

special Bastille day. Of course, every Bastille day is special but this one is in my eyes is 

especially important, since it will be one of my last speeches before my departure 

from Australia, in a few days.  

 

It seems as if it was yesterday, PJ that we met for the first time, just a few weeks after 

my arrival. You gave me some precious advice to be happy in Australia and have 

many friends. The first advice was that is was useless to say Hello to everybody in the 

lift when heading to the office in the morning : nobody would ever answer me. It took 

me six months to accept this difficult situation but now, I speak to my neighbor only if 

I am alone with him in the lift.  

 

Your second advice, PJ, was that it was hopeless to speak to my Australian friends 

about the last painting exhibition or the last film I had seen : Australians are only 

interested in sport, you told me, not in culture during their chats at coffee breaks. I 

have therefore become an expert in the Roosters and the Giants and I just talk about 

the last exhibition of James Turrel in the National gallery with my French Friends.  

Your last advice was that it is hopeless to have an Australian mate if I had not studied 

with him for six years in High school and had a lot of beers with him. Therefore, I just 

say Hi Mate to the bus drivers and that’s enough. Your advice, PJ, was very good : we 

have been very happy in Australia and we have got a lot of friends…  

 

I am joking, but it is true that we had three wonderful years in Australia. Firstly, I felt 

very privileged to work with two outstanding Ambassadors. It is in fact very 

exceptional to have two wonderful ambassadors: having a good ambassador when 

you arrive is more or less normal: you chose him almost as much as he chooses you, 

so the things generally go well. The problem is the second ambassador, that you do 

not choose. It is much more difficult: either he hates you because you arrived before 

him and you obviously know the country better, or you hate him because he has 

replaced the ambassador that you loved.  

 

 



 

It was not the case with Christophe who was somebody that I already appreciated 

before his arrival and became friends with quickly after. Working with Christophe, in 

full confidence, was a real pleasure and for me and a source of inspiration…  

It was especially the case when we prepared the visit of the President of the French 

Republic, last November. It was a visit that we were expecting for almost two 

hundred years: it is much more rare than the passage of Halley’s Comet ! With 

Christophe, we wrote a page of history in our bilateral relations with Australia whilst 

preparing and following this visit which was a great moment of friendship between 

our two countries.  

 

Another great moment that I lived here was the Centenary of Gallipoli and I was very 

impressed, during these last three years, to see the respect that all Australian, young 

or old, pay to their veterans and to their Armed Forces. I saw it when I had the 

privilege, three weeks ago, to present the medal of Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur 

to thirty veterans of D-Day. It was a great moment, which reminded me the moment 

when President Français Hollande said Thank you Australia for the 40.000 diggers 

fallen on French battlefields during the First World War. It is the reason why I wished 

for us to broadcast the Bastille Day parade in Paris, thanks to Canalsat Australia.  

 

Next year, we will celebrate the centenary of the Somme battles and I hope that 

Australian Diggers again march on the Champs Elysée, as did the diggers in 1919. 

Next year, 100 young Australians, led by Legacy, will go in July to Pozières and will be 

warmly welcomed by all these regions who have never forgotten Australia.  

I must say that during these three years that I spent in Sydney, Australia made me 

proud to be French, at a time when French doubt themselves so much. We are proud 

of the French companies so active in the country and who contribute to its growth, 

we are proud of the French associations, the Alliance française and its wonderful 

French film festival, our veteran associations so proud to march with their Australian 

brothers on Anzac day, our schools where French and Australian pupils learn from 

each other and create the strongest network.  

 

As I am leaving Australia, I wish to warmly thank the French community in this 

country. Where ever I have gone, I have met a community that is dynamic, full of 

enthusiasm and new initiatives. For this reason I am so happy to see many young 

French come here on their working holiday visa, to take in a breath of optimism and 

vitality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



I wish also to warmly thank the team at the Consulate, who is so devoted to the 

service of the French community and to all our Foreign and Australian friends who 

want to go to France and need visas. I wish to thank especially my assistant Muriel, as 

without her, we could not have achieved half of the projects that we have 

undertaken. Our pride was to create in Sydney, with the Ambassador, a “Team 

France” associating the Consulate, the Embassy, the Chamber of Commerce, the 

Trade Commission Business France and the Alliance française, all of this network 

working together to develop our bilateral relations. Such a group already existed in 

the past, when the Consul-General Biard d’Aunay brought together in 1899 the 

Consulate, the Chamber of Commerce, the Alliance française and the Courrier 

Australien. It is the reason why I decided to tell the story of this great diplomat in the 

book: French lives in Australia which will be released tomorrow at the State Library of 

New South Wales. It will be my Australian legacy, thanks to the historians of the 

Institute for the Study of French-Australian relations, who have made a brilliant 

contribution to this work.  

 

All these events today for Bastille Day would not have been possible without all our 

sponsors and I thank them warmly for their continuous support during these three 

last years. Thank you also to all our faithful partners and to Randwick Council, the 

Association of Friends of Lapérouse and the Brigade française who this morning gave 

us a great example of their skill in La Perouse. 

 

I wish you a very happy and joyful Bastille Day and invite you, after this reception, to 

join us at the Argyle for the great Bastille day party of the Alliance française.  

 

Thank you very much for theses three years of happiness that you have given to us. 

We wait for you in Hong Kong where we will be posted in September ! 


